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MONTHLY TOPICS

January
A Consecrated Life

February
A Spirit-filled Life

March
A Challenging Life

April
A Progressive Life

May
A Healthful Life

June
A Happy Life

July
A Social Life

August
A Life of Service

September
A Sanctified Life

October
A Reverent Life

November
A Victorious Life

December
An Eternal Life



JANUARY

A CONSECRATED LIFE

January 1 My Consecration Today Prov. 12:28

THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS LIFE

In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof
there is no death.

Another year now opens its fair unwritten pages before you. The record-
ing angel stands ready to write. Your course of action will determine what
shall be traced by him. You may make your future life good or evil; and this
will determine for you whether the year upon which you have just entered will
be to you a happy new year. It is in your power to make it such for yourself
and for those around you.'

Let patience, long-suffering, kindness, and love become a part of your
very being; then whatsoever things are pure and lovely and of good report
will mature in your experience.”

Angels of God are waiting to show you the path of life. . . . Decide now;,
at the commencement of the new year, that you will choose the path of
righteousness, that you will be earnest and truehearted, and that life with you
shall not prove a mistake. Go forward, guided by the heavenly angels; be
courageous; be enterprising; let your light shine; and may the words of inspi-
ration be applicable to you—*I write unto you, young men, because you are
strong and have overcome the wicked one.””’

If you have . .. given yourself to Christ, you are a member of the fam-
ily of God, and everything in the Father’s house is for you. All the treasures
of God are open to you, both the world that now is and that which is to
come. The ministry of angels, the gift of His Spirit, the labors of His ser-
vants—all are for you. The wotld, with everything in it, is yours so far as it
can do you good. Even the enmity of the wicked will prove a blessing, by
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disciplining you for heaven. If “ye are Christ’s” “all things are yours.”*



January 2 My Consecration Today Rom. 12:1

I CONSECRATE MY ALL

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, boly, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.

God calls for whole-souled consecration to His ways. Our highest pow-
ers are to be carefully cultivated. Our talents are lent us by God for use, not
to be perverted or abused. They are to be improved by use, that they may do
the work of God.”

We are to give ourselves to the service of God, and we should seek to
make the offering as nearly perfect as possible. God will not be pleased with
anything less than the best we can offer. Those who love Him with all the
heart will desire to give Him the best service of the life, and they will be
constantly seeking to bring every power of their being into harmony with
the laws that will promote their ability to do His will.®

Personal consecration is necessary, and we cannot have this unless heart
holiness is cultivated and cherished.”

Let your prayer be, “Take me, O Lozrd, as wholly Thine. I lay all my plans
at Thy feet. Use me today in Thy service. Abide with me, and let all my work
be wrought in Thee.” This is a daily matter.®

The surrender of all our powers to God greatly simplifies the problem
of life. It weakens and cuts short a thousand struggles with the passions of
the natural heart. Religion is as a golden cord that binds the souls of both
youth and aged to Christ. Through it the willing and obedient are brought
safely through dark and intricate paths to the city of God. . ..

How many times have the deep things of God been unfolded before us,
and how highly should we prize these precious privileges. . .. The bright
beams of Heaven’s light are shining upon your pathway. . .. Receive and
cherish every Heaven-sent ray, and your path will grow brighter and brighter
unto the perfect day.’



January 3 Consecration in My Life Prov. 23:26

I GIVE MY HEART

My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.

The Lord says to every one of you, “My son, give Me thine heart.” He
sees your disorders. He knows that your soul is diseased with sin, and He
desires to say to you, “Thy sins are forgiven.” The Great Physician has a
remedy for every ill. He understands your case. Whatever may have been
your errors, He knows how to deal with them. Will you not trust yourself to
Him? "

The blessing of God will rest upon every soul that makes a full conse-
cration to Him. When we seek for God with all the heart, we shall find
Him. God is in earnest with us, and He wants us to make thorough work
for eternity. He has poured out all heaven in one gift, and there is no rea-
son why we should doubt His love. Look to Calvary. . . .

God asks you to give Him your heart. Your powers, your talents, your
affections, should all be surrendered to Him, that He may work in you to
will and to do of His good pleasure, and fit you for eternal life."

When Christ dwells in the heart, the soul will be so filled with His love,
with the joy of communion with Him, that it will cleave to Him; and in the
contemplation of Him, self will be forgotten. Love to Christ will be the
spring of action. Those who feel the constraining love of God, do not ask
how little may be given to meet the requirements of God; they do not ask
for the lowest standard, but aim at perfect conformity to the will of their
Redeemer. With earnest desire they yield all, and manifest an interest propor-
tionate to the value of the object which they seek.'

It is the submissive, teachable spirit that God wants. That which gives to
prayer its excellence is the fact that it is breathed from a loving, obedient
heart."”



January 4 Faith in My Life James 1:6

ASK IN FAITH

Let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is
like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

It is our privilege, our duty, to receive light from heaven, that we may
perceive the wiles of Satan, and obtain strength to resist his power. Provision
has been made for us to come into close connection with Christ and to enjoy
the constant protection of the angels of God. Our faith must reach within
the veil, where Jesus has entered for us. We must lay hold with firmer grasp
on the unfailing promises of God. We must have faith that will not be de-
nied, faith that will take hold of the unseen, faith that is steadfast, immov-
able. Such faith will bring the blessing of heaven to our souls. The light of
the glory of God that shines in the face of Christ may shine upon us, and
be reflected upon all around, so that it can be truly said of us, “Ye are the
light of the world.” And it is this connection of the soul with Christ, and this
alone, that can bring light to the world. Were it not for this connection, the

earth would be left in utter darkness. . . . The deeper the surrounding gloom,
the brighter should shine out the light of Christian faith and Christian exam-
ple.

The fact that unbelief prevails, that iniquity is increasing all around us,
should not cause our faith to grow dim or our courage to waver. . .. If we
will but seek God with all our hearts, if we will work with that same deter-
mined zeal, and believe with that unyielding faith, the light of heaven will
shine upon us, even as it shone upon the devoted Enoch."

Oh that I could impress upon all the importance of exercising faith
moment by moment, and hour by hout! We are to live the life of faith; for
“without faith it is impossible to please God.” Our spiritual strength depends
upon our faith."



January 5 Faith in My Life Mark 9:23

ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE

All things are possible to him that believeth.

It is faith that connects us with heaven, and brings us strength for coping
with the powers of darkness. In Christ, God has provided means for subdu-
ing every evil trait, and resisting every temptation, however strong,'®

The righteous have ever obtained help from above. How often have the
enemies of God united their strength and wisdom to destroy the character
and influence of a few simple persons who trusted in God. But because the
Lord was for them, none could prevail against them. . . . Let them be sepa-
rated from their idols and from the wotld, and the world will not separate
them from God. Christ is our present, all-sufficient Saviour. In Him all full-
ness dwells. It is the privilege of Christians to know indeed that Christ is in
them of a truth. “This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our
faith.” All things are possible to him that believeth; and whatsoever things
we desire when we pray, if we believe that we receive them we shall have
them. This faith will penetrate the darkest cloud and bring rays of light and
hope to the drooping, desponding soul. It is the absence of this faith and
trust which brings perplexity, distressing fears, and surmisings of evil. God
will do great things for His people when they put their entire trust in Him."”

Through faith God’s children have “subdued kingdoms, wrought righ-
teousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” And
through faith we today are to reach the heights of God’s purpose for us.'®



January 6 Faith in My Life Isa. 26:4

HAVE FAITH IN GOD

Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord Jehovab is ever-
lasting strength.

His is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory and the majesty. Let
us not limit the Holy One of Israel. . . .

What a source to which we can look in all times of trouble; the heart can
have no misgivings! Man is erring, stubborn, rebellious, and defiant even
against God; but the Lord is kind and patient and of tender compassion. He
has heaven and earth at His command, and He knows just what we need
even before we present our necessities and desires before Him.

We can see only a little way before us; “but all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.” He never becomes
confused. He sits above the confusion and distractions of the earth, and all
things are opened to His divine survey; and from His great and calm eternity
He can order that which His providence sees is best.

It we were left to ourselves to plan, we should make mistakes. Our preju-
dices, our weaknesses, our self-deceptions, and our ignorances would be mani-
fest in many ways. But the work is the Lords, the cause is His; He never leaves
His workmen without divine directions. . . .

Whatever burdens lay heavily, cast them on the Lord. He that keepeth
Israel neither slumbers nor sleeps. Repose in God. He is kept in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on God. At times it will seem that you cannot
take another step. Well, wait and know that “I am God.” “Be strong and of
a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”. . . We need to cherish faith."”
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You must learn the simple art of taking God at His word; then you have

solid ground beneath your feet.”
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January 7 Faith in My Life Jobn 17:21

ONE WITH GOD THROUGH FAITH

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us.

“I am the vine, ye are the branches.” Can we conceive of a more intimate
relation to Christ than this? The fibers of the branch are almost identical
with those of the vine. The communication of life, strength, and fruitfulness
from the trunk to the branches is unobstructed and constant. The root sends
its nourishment through the branch. Such is the true believer’s relation to
Christ. He abides in Christ, and draws his nourishment from Him.

This spiritual relation can be established only by the exercise of personal
faith. This faith must express on our part supreme preference, perfect reli-
ance, entire consecration. Our will must be wholly yielded to the divine will;
our feelings, desires, interests, and honor, identified with the prosperity of
Christ’s kingdom and the honor of His cause, we constantly receiving grace
from Him, and Christ accepting gratitude from us.

When this intimacy of connection and communion is formed, our sins
are laid upon Christ, His righteousness is imputed to us. He was made sin
for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. We have
access to God through Him; we are accepted through the Beloved. Whoever
by word or deed injures a believer, thereby wounds Jesus. Whoever gives a
cup of cold water to a disciple because he is a child of God, will be regarded
by Christ as giving to Himself.

It was when Christ was about to take leave of His disciples that He gave
them the beautiful emblem of His relation to believers. ... A union with
Christ by living faith is enduring; every other union must perish. . . . The true
believer chooses Christ as first and last, and best in everything.'
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January 8 Faith in My Life Matt. 14:31

DOUBTING NOTHING

O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?

Life is not all made up of pleasant pastures and cooling streams. Trial
and disappointment overtake us; privation comes; we are brought into trying
places. Conscience-stricken, we reason that we must have walked far away
from God, that if we had walked with Him, we should not have suffered so.
Doubt and despondency crowd into our hearts, and we say, The Lord has
failed us, and we are ill-used. Why does He permit us to suffer thus? He
cannot love us; if He did He would remove the difficulties from our path.

He does not always bring us to pleasant places. If He did, in our self-suf-
ficiency we should forget that He is our helper. He longs to manifest
Himself to us, and to reveal the abundant supplies at our disposal, and He
permits trial and disappointment to come to us that we may realize our help-
lessness, and learn to call upon Him for aid. He can cause cooling streams to
flow from the flinty rock.

We shall never know until we are face to face with God, when we shall
see as we are seen and know as we are known, how many burdens He has
borne for us, and how many burdens He would have been glad to bear, if
with childlike faith we had brought them to Him. . . .

God’s love is revealed in all His dealings with His people; and with clear,
unclouded eyes, in adversity, in sickness, in disappointment, and in trial we
are to behold the light of His glory in the face of Christ and trust to His
guiding hand. But too often we grieve His heart by our unbelief. . . .

God loves His children, and He longs to see them overcoming the dis-
couragement with which Satan would overpower them. Do not give way to
unbelief. Do not magnify your difficulties. Remember the love and power
that God has shown in times past.”
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